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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 EUR- 12 PM-04 INR-07 L-03 

ACDA-05 NSAE-00 PA-01 SS-15 PRS-01 SP-02 USIA-06 

TRSE-00 SAJ-01 NSC-05 DODE-OO ( ISO ) W 

062296 

R 051330Z MAR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1907 

SEC RET TUNIS 1593 

DEPT PLS PASS USCINCSOUTH, NAPLES 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR TS 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED PLANS FOR NATO SHIP VISIT TO TUNIS 

1 . EMBASSY HAS HEARD REPORT THAT NATO NAVAL UNIT 
IS SUPPOSED TO VISIT TUNIS APRIL 24 - 27 ON WAY FROM 
ISTANBUL TO TOULON. UNIT IS SAID TO CONSIST OF 

FOUR SHIPS: BRITISH. ITALIAN. TURKISH AND USS PATTERSON. 
IT IS FURTHER ALLEGED THAT TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT HAS 
ALREADY APPROVED VISIT. 

2. WE ASSUME THAT THERE IS NO FOUNDATION TO REPORT 
OF VISIT SINCE NO CLEARANCE HAS BEEN SOUGHT FROM 
THIS EMBASSY. ALSO, BRITISH AND ITALIAN EMBASSIES 
HERE UNAWARE OF ANY VISIT AND EXPRESSED DISBELIEF 
THAT TUNISIANS WOULD AGREE TO NATO VISIT OR THAT 
SUCH A VISIT WOULD HAVE BEEN REQUESTED WITHOUT 
THEIR KNOWLEDGE. 

3. WE AGREE THAT IT MOST UNLIKELY THAT TUNISIANS 
WOULD AGREE TO NATO VISIT, AND OBVIOUSLY NO APPROACH 
SHOLD BE MADE WITHOUT FULLEST CONSULTATION BEFORE- 
HAND AMONG PARTIES CONCERNED. 
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4. REQUEST DEPARTMENT ASCERTAIN WHETHER THERE IS 
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ANY POSSIBLE SUBSTANCE TO THIS STORY. 

SEELYE 

NOTEBYOC/T: NOT PASSED. 
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